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SUBJECT: SECVISIT: EMBASSY PATIO STATEMENT 

FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT MADE BY SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE 
TO EMBASSY PERSONNEL, MADRID, MAY 12, 1977: 

"I AM MOST APPRECIATIVE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO BE ABLE 
TO SPEAK TO YOU ALL TOO BRIEFLY AND TO EXTEND TO EACH 
AND EVERYONE OE YOU MY DEEP THANKS AND THOSE OF THE 
PRESIDENT FOR ALL THAT YOU ARE DOING IN THIS NATION 
AT THIS MOST IMPORTANT TIME. I FOLLOW CAREFULLY WHAT 
IS HAPPENING HERE IN MADRID AND IN SPAIN THROUGH THE 
REPORTS AND CABLES THAT COME TO ME, WHICH IS THE PRODUCT 
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OF THE WORK OF MANY OF YOU THAT ARE HERE. THIS IS A MOST 
IMPORTANT TIME AS SPAIN MOVES TOWARD DEMOCRACY. THE 
STRENGTHENING OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF DEMOCRACY IS A MATTER 
WHICH WE FOLLOW IN WASHINGTON WITH THE MOST INTENSE INTEREST.. 
BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND I APPRECIATED VERY MUCH THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF MEETING WITH THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
WHEN THEY LAST CAME TO WASHINGTON AND I AM VERY HAPPY THAT 
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I AM GOING TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TODAY TO MEET WITH THE 
KING, WITH THE PRIME MINISTER, WITH THE EOREIGN MINISTER 
AGAIN, TO EOLLOW NOT ONLY OUR BILATERAL MATTERS BUT TO HEAR 
MORE ABOUT THE MOVEMENT TOWARD THE STRENGTHENING OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS. I DO WANT TO THANK AGAIN EACH AND 
EVERYONE OE YOU EOR THE MANY, MANY LONG HOURS THAT EACH 
OE YOU PUTS IN IN CARRYING OUT YOUR MOST IMPORTANT WORK. SO, 

MAY I JUST SAY THANK YOU PROM THE BOTTOM OP MY HEART AND 
I'D LOVE TO HAVE THE CHANCE TO SHAKE HANDS WITH A PEW OF 
YOU IF YOU HAVE THE TIME NOW, BEFORE I HAVE TO GO ON TO 
MY NEXT MEETING. THANK YOU VERY MUCH." (APPLAUSE).VANCE 
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